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and talent to take part in a legal process of the kind, they
begged to be excused.
Following them came Hugh de Payraud, Visitor of the
Temple in France. He reminded the commissioners that he
had confessed before William Imbert, the Grand Inquisitor,
and again before the cardinals at Chinon, and he offered to
answer any questions arising out of these confessions. As he
had already sworn that the crimes charged against the Temple
were general throughout the fraternity, he could not defend
the Order. He asked to be taken before the Pope and pro-
tested that the possessions of the Temple were being ill-used.
As these possessions were contributed for the cause of the
Holy Land, he pleaded, they should be conserved for that
purpose. Unlike de Payraud, Ponsard de Gisi offered to
defend the Order, and described all the charges as untrue.
He had made guilty admissions at an examination before the
Inquisition, but he claimed that these admissions were drawn
from him by torture and were false. His hands had been
tied behind his back so tightly that the blood flowed from the
tips of his fingers and in this state he had been left for an hour.
On November a6th the commission heard Jacques de
Molay at his own request. Although de Molay had twice
confessed and been absolved by the cardinals at Chinon, he
now declared his innocence. He had felt himself helpless
in the grip of Philip the Fair, and had despaired of escaping
from the net in which the king had snared him. The com-
mission, however, was directly responsible to the Pope, and
de Molay believed that at last, after two years in prison, he
had a chance to escape from the toils. He was still in the
hands of Philip's servants (although technically in the custody
of the Church), but the Grand Master apparently had faith
that the commission would protect him from the king. Many
other Templars had also taken courage when they learned of
the appointment of the papal representatives, and de Molay
was only one of the very large number who denied the truth

